THE MUSICAL TIMES.-AUGUST I, 1892. finished the score of his new opera " I Rantzau," and that the work will be brought out on November Io next, at the Pergola Theatre, in Florence.
A new journal devoted to music and the drama, and entitled Avvisatore Artistico, has just issued its first numbers at Milan.
A Stradivarius violin, in excellent preservation, was sold recently at Stuttgart, at the fancy price of 41,000 marks (?2,050 ).
An exceedingly fine specimen of a minstrel's harp, inlaid with ivory, exquisitely carved, has just been presented to the Museum of the Louvre, Paris, by Madame la Marquise Arconato Visconti. This interesting instrument had formed part of Sir Richard Wallace's collection and had been acquired for the absurdly low sum of 6oo francs by M. Stein, a well-known Paris dealer in antiquities, who, in his turn, sold it to the lady in question for 15,000 francs; not an exorbitant price under the circumstances.
We have received the most recent numbers of Cdcilia, an interesting and exceedingly well conducted monthly journal, devoted to Catholic Church music, published, in German, at St. Francis (Wisconsin), the organ of the American Caecilia-Verein.
CORRESPONDENCE.
M. MAUREL'S LECTURE.
TO THE EDITOR OF " THE MUSICAL TIMES." SIR,-Following the example of the British press which, with almost one consent, postpones a discussion of M. Victor Maurel's views on the training of the voice until after the publication of his larger work now said to be almost ready for publication, I do not wish to enter into any criticism upon his last Lyceum Lecture.
But I desire, with your permission, to protest against his claim of originality for his objection to the prevailing defective system of practising vocal exercises on one vowel. He tells us that " the student becomes accustomed to combine that particular timbre, and that only, with different degrees of pitch and power; and when he (the pupil) is called upon in the exercise of his profession before the public to employ other combinations he is at fault."- (Vide Saturday Review, I6th ult.) This is perfectly true, but not by any means new, as may be seen by reference to "Voice, Song, and Speech " (now in the i3th edition), by Mr. Lennox Browne and myself; and to " Voice Training Exercises " (now in the 58th edition), by Mr. Charles W. Pearce, Mus. Doc., and myself, from which it will be seen that I use my Vocal Exercises on all vowels with a view of enabling my pupils to sing with equal facility on every vowel at every pitch. I have only to add that we on our part do not lay claim to any originality for this teaching which is based, to mention only two names, on the discoveries and labours of Helmholtz and Alexander Ellis.-I am, Sir, yours most obediently, EMIL BEHNKE. 18, Earl's Court Square, July 19, 1892.
[Mr. Behnke (guided possibly by the Saturday Review) has mistaken the main point of Mr. Maurel's remark. It is not so much the use of different vowels that he advocates, but that of different nuances of the " same " vowel. He even discards the use of the word " vowel," substituting for it " nuance," and calls the smaller differences "sub- Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 5-.
TO CORRESPONDENTS. ** Notices of concerts, and other information supplied by our friends in the country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the occurrence; otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents must specifically denote the date of each concert, for without such date no notice can be taken of the performance. Our correspondents will oblige by writing all names as clearly as possible, as we cannot be responsible for any mistakes that may occur. Correspondents are informed that their names and addresses must accompany all communitations. WIe cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. Notice is sent to all subscribers whose payment (in advance) is exhausted.
The paper will be discontinued where the Subscription is not renewed. We again ,remind those who are disappointed in obtaining back numbers that, although the music is always kept in stock, only a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed to supply the current sale. E. C. L., MOLLY BAWN, AND OTHERs.-Get Randegger's " Singing"
Primer, or Sabilla Novello's " Voice and Vocal Art," both published by Novello; but we do not believe it possible to learn singzng without a teacher. PAGANINI.-There are fifteen Rhapsodies Hongroises for pianoforte by Liszt, but they are published only in separate form.
BRIEF SUMMARY OF COUNTRY NEWS.
We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions expressed in this summary, as all the notices are either collated from the local papers or supplied to us by correspondents.
BANGOR.-Mr. T. Westlake-Morgan, the new Organist of the Cathedral, has been busy giving Organ Recitals of late. Amongst the more important ones given during the past month, mention may'be made of those at Blaengarw, Pentre, Merthyr Tydfil, Aberdare, Tredegar, and The Priory Church, Brecon.
BECKENHAM.--On Sunday, June 26, the Dedication Festival was observed at Holy Trinity Church. Stainer's Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in B flat and Mendelssohn's I3th Psalm were admirably sung
